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I should attend the Drawing Room. He considered it desirable if it was possible and would not involve a too great sacrifice of feeling. The necessary orders were accordingly given and we proceeded to complete the reading of a budget of letters, most of them from friends at home and similar in sincerity and spirit to that which I have inserted above.
On my arrival at the Palace I unexpectedly f ound Lord Palmerston in the room set apart for the use of the Diplomatic Corps engaged in a conversation with those who- had arrived of which I was the subject. He immediately took me by the hand, and, leading me into a recess, told me, in substance, that having received on the previous evening a despatch from Mr. Bankhead, the English Charge at Washington, informing him of what had taken place there in respect to myself, he at once transmitted it to the King who had sent for him at an early hour and commanded him to see me before the commencement of the ceremonies of the day and to communicate to me the views he had taken of the affair. It was, he said, far from His Majesty's habit or desire to meddle in any way in the proceedings of foreign Governments in respect to matters which did not affect his own Country, nor was it his intention to do so1 on the present occasion; but being satisfied from the information he had received that the proceedings of the Senate had been extensively founded on political and partisan considerations and established nothing that ought to impair the respect he entertained for me, he thought it due as well to the President as to myself that he should say so at the earliest practicable moment. To this the King had been pleased to add that I had been long enough in England to know that no class of her public men were exempted from experiencing the excesses of party spirit, and that they thus became the more capable of understanding and duly appreciating them when they occurred elsewhere. What His Majesty desired was that I should feel neither disquietude nor embarrassment but rest entirely at ease in regard to my standing with his Government and himself. I was of course highly gratified by these seasonable and considerate proceedings on the part of the King and by Lord Palmerston and thus expressed myself in terms which I thought called for by the occasion.
The reigning Sovereign with the members! of the Royal Family occupy at Levees and Drawing Rooms, a stationary position before the throne. The company, preceded by the Diplomatic Corps, enter the Throne Room in procession and exchange salutations with the Royal Circle in passing and go out at another door, except such as are entitled to remain in the Presence, as it is called, and, these, consisting of the Ministers of foreign and the home Governments and a stated few beside form in group in front. The only occasionsation at the breakfast table. They bad read the a>i'o:jui . in the journal.-, and \\ere, of eotirM', not a little di-turiK-d by th«-m. 1 handed Mr. Camhrelen«r^ letter to Mr. Irving, referred t«> th.- m formation ifiven him by the • -ervant of the tnt<* of my health bm .said thai I thought it would nohvitb-fandin^r now hi- nee.- arv that
